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Imagine a young man living with his parents.  His father says, “Son, I’d like you to go and help 
your neighbour cut his grass.”  He didn’t mind to do it because even though his good friend lived 
there, his father was very sick and it was a nice gesture to help out this way.  But this young 
man began to get annoyed when his father kept asking him to do the same thing each week - 
he was always cutting his neighbour’s grass.  And then when fall came his dad asked him to 
rake his neighbour’s leaves. When winter came his father asked him to shovel his neighbour’s 
drive and walkways.  As time passed, he resented it all more and more. Sure his friend’s dad 
was sick, but his friend wasn’t.  Why didn’t he cut his own grass? Rake his own leaves?  Shovel 
his own walks?  Why should he do it when they could take care of things themselves? 

Yea. That's not right.  If you can do a thing yourself, why should you get someone else to do it? 

So, why did God send Jesus his Son to do what we were supposed to do?  And how much of 
our job did he really need to do for us? 

So: Why did God send his own Son to do what we were supposed to do ourselves?  In 
Galatians 4:4 we read that God sent his Son into the world at the fulness of time. There are 
many theories about what that exactly means but I’ve always understood this way: God had 
given the human race enough time to see if they could do the job on their own - to obey God 
and show that they deserved to eat from the tree of life and live forever.  

After 1000’s of years between creation and the birth of Jesus, the human race had invented 
many different religious systems but they all proved empty.  Nobody came even close to earning 
the right to eat the fruit of the tree of life.  On the contrary, the world had failed horribly.  Satan 
boasted to Jesus that the kingdoms of the earth and the riches of the kingdoms all belonged to 
him.  At the fulness of time, Satan had become nearly the complete master of the planet. Only a 
few people in Israel still worshipped God. 

At the fulness of time, it was plain: we needed someone to rescue us.  We were lost.  Only God 
could rescue us.  So God sent his Son Jesus to do what we should have done.  

But the question becomes: How much did Jesus need to do for us? 

If we could keep the law of God a little, then God could well have said, “Well done.  You have 
made a start.  Now try a little harder and do a little more.”  With God’s encouragements, we 
could do everything right and earned for ourselves the right to the tree of life.  That would have 
made sense. After all, why should God make someone else do what we could do ourselves? 

But there’s the problem. We couldn’t even do a little.  Paul wrote in our passage, “If 
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing.”  It would have been 
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unfair and cruel for God to make his Son do what we could do ourselves.  If we could gain even 
a little righteousness through the law, then let us try harder and gain more and more until we 
gain it all. 

But we couldn’t even do a little.  Jesus had to do everything. The Apostle Paul wrote in 
Galatians 2 that his only hope lied in Jesus: “I have been crucified with Christ.”  By his 
crucifixion, I’ve been released from the horror of the evil I’ve done.  

Now I’ve been raised with Christ, Paul goes on to say, and it is no longer I who live but Christ 
who lives in me.  He does it all.  He not only released me from death but he grants me life. 

Only God can do it.  And God did it all.  This is the gospel. This is our life.  This is Jesus. 

Receive Jesus.  He is everything.  He deserves eternal worship because he is our God and he 
deserves eternal love because he did it all for us. 
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