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At the very dawn of Christianity, nearly 2000 years ago, our faith was nearly sunk under a very 
dangerous heresy.  A man named Marcion, who died 160 AD, taught that Jesus was the only 
God whom we should worship. Whatever the OT says we should ignore.  The OT tells the story 
of a different god, a rude god who created a material world, a god who is violent and 
commanded Israel to fight bloody wars to destroy entire nations.  The OT god is an angry god 
who demands an eye for an eye. Jesus on the other hand invites us to a new world, a spiritual 
world where we are free from all the problems associated with a material world, a paradise 
where there is only peace, hope, love and joy. 

This teaching of Marcion really grabbed people’s imaginations in that time because it fitted into 
philosophical ideas that were popular then (platonic ideas and gnosticism).  Many Christians 
thought that Marcion was a genius.  Others called him the devil. 

Marcion’s teachings seem outlandish by today’s standards, and yet there remains a real 
attraction among christians today to some of his core ideas.  Many Christians seem to think that 
the OT is irrelevant and that we only need to pay attention to the NT story.  They like Jesus so 
much that he has in effect become the only God and the prize to which we run.  I hear christians 
praying only to Jesus, instead of to the Father as Jesus taught us.  People pay scant attention 
to the Father or the Holy Spirit.  People express their hope that when they die they will see 
Jesus, but they say nothing about their hope of seeing God - God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

But the ancient faith begins, “I believe in God the Father the Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.”  In opposition to the ideas of Marcion, the early church stressed in the Apsotle’s Creed 
that God is our Father who is so powerful that he can do anything that he wants, but he is at the 
same time related to us in love and will allow no creature to separate us from his love. God will 
use his power to enforce his love. 

We may not ignore the Father in order to worship the Son.  Jesus himself rejects such an idea. 
He says in the gospel according to John, “I am the door” and “I am the way”.  With these 
expressions, Jesus identifies himself not as the destination but as the passage, not as the prize 
itself but as the way to the prize.  And Paul the Apostle says the same in Philippians 3:14, “I 
press on to the goal to win the prize in Christ Jesus”.  Jesus isn’t the prize but the way to the 
prize, the door we must pass through to get there. 

In this chapter of Philippians, the Apostle Paul says that he had tried other doors to get to the 
prize.  He tried to gain access to the prize of eternal life by showing to God what an important 
person he was - he wrote, “If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the 
flesh, I have more:  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 



Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews” (vs 4-5).  He also tried to open the door to eternal life by 
impressing God with what he did: “in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.” (vs 5-6) 

But for all that, Paul never felt close to God.  His heart was tormented and his conscience never 
stopped accusing him of the faults he denied, and the failures he refused to acknowledge. 

But one day Jesus stopped him cold.  It's hard to kick against the goads, Jesus said to him (Ac 
26:14).  You cannot win when you fight against me.  You will never stand in the judgment. You 
will never open the door to eternal life.  Stop pulling on the door of who you are or what you 
have done. Instead, come to me. Throw away all that you trusted in before and trust only in me. 
I’ll bring you to the prize.  I’ll bring you into the glory of the triune God and you will see God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit as he is.  

So keep your eye on the prize.  Celebrate Jesus, but long for the triune God.  Jesus is the way, 
the door.  The triune God is the prize. 


