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A book written in favour of infant baptism stated as one of the most enduring arguments this 
point: Every child should grow up with two convictions - I am loved and I am safe.  A child needs 
to be held, touched lovingly, cared for tenderly.  As they grow older, they should not worry about 
food, where they will sleep at night or who will protect them.  Father and mother provides love 
and security for their little ones.  Especially our moms make us feel loved and our dad make us 
feel safe. 

Not everyone experiences this while we grow up, and nobody has perfect parents, but everyone 
recognizes that this is how it should be. 

We live in a dangerous world.  The physical dangers are great.  Little children will get hurt if 
nobody watches over them: they might wander into traffic, fall into a hole, slip into a pool of 
water.  But spiritual dangers are even greater.  Satan is always looking for vulnerable people to 
get them to reject God and worship false gods or no god at all. That's how he gets people to fall 
under his power. 

The Reformed faith knows this terrible danger and takes great delight in assuring us that we are 
loved and safe.  The glory of the Lord rises upon you, Isaiah announced to Israel.  That is what 
has happened to the church when Jesus Christ became our Saviour. Jesus died on the cross 
and paid for our sins so that we now belong to him.  He own us.  He loves and takes care of us. 
If I wander, as little children are wont to do, he seeks me out because he wants to bring his own 
back to himself.  If you are part of his family, this will never change.  

And because Jesus owns me, his Father adopted me. We enter into a magnificent system of 
care.  When he accomplished his victory by rising from the dead, he sent women with a 
message to his disciples: “Go tell my disciples that I am going to my God and to their God, to my 
Father and to their Father.”(John 20:17) The same love and passion of God that brought Jesus 
to this victory will now bring you to victory.  We are part of his family. The glory of the Lord has 
risen upon us. 

The glory of the world is the church.  Upon her the glory of God has risen.  The mighty God is 
our loving Father and he will take care of us - even better than our moms or dads ever did. 
Isaiah says in another place that a mother might forget the child nursing at her breast but God 
will never forget us.(49:15) 

And he is not just working to make everything turn out right for the church but for you and me. 
Every detail of my own small life is being watched and directed by God.  In this chapter of Isaiah 
we read that the children of God who have been driven away into exile will be brought back, 
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carried on the arms of kings and nobles drawn to the light of God’s glory in the church. 
Everything will work out just right for our salvation. 

But it's hard.  As I said, we live in a dangerous world.  We will sometimes suffer and God will 
sometimes feel far away. Therefore Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts will the assurance 
that we are safe in God and that what is important is not that we have ease now but salvation in 
the end. 

This is the mighty and gentle system of care that has dawned upon us in Jesus Christ.  Go to 
Church for there God will speak to you and this glory will rise upon you too.  For you need to be 
loved and cared for too.  You will find nothing like it anywhere else. 
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